POETRY WORKSHOP: THE SOUNDS OF CORNWALL

To start with, | will lead an ice breaker, throwing around a ‘hot potato’ getting students
to say the first words that come to mind. Turning this into a poem will foster creativity,
showing that art can be fun and spontaneous.

For context, there will be a quick overview of Cornish poetic history. This will focus on
Anne Treener (1891-1966), and contemporary poet John Wedgewood Clark. It will be
about responding to the work reciprocally: either pinching things they like from the
poets or drawing and writing in direct response.

The main part of the session will focus on creating poems (or artistic responses)
inspired by the sounds of Cornwall. Noises will include pubs, mines, seagulls, sea
shanties, etc. This will allow pupils to work line by line, inspired by each of the noises. It
will give students the confidence to tap into Cornish culture and respond to the
landscape.

Over the course of 1 hour, this workshop will provide pupils with an understanding of
Cornish history and its reinterpretation in art and literature. It would be the perfect
evening addition to get pupils inspired!

Ellen Valente is a poet and academic. She has completed a BA in English Literature and
Philosophy and a Master’s in History from St Andrews. She has given talks to
undergraduates and at history conferences. She is happy to work with groups if they
have a specific theme that they are exploring in St Ives. Workshops can be run
incorporating light/ sea/ sounds/ texture as the focus. She can also adapt to
incorporate students’ own work where possible — e.g., poems inspired by the art you’ve
already been making whilst in Cornwall.



