
Explore the Cornish coast and countryside 
in a way you have never done before!

Expand your fascination of Cornwall's 
extraordinary geological past

Discover how geology shapes 
the landscape and defines 
Cornwall’s unique culture.

Learn to read the rocks beneath your feet 
to tell the story of our geological history.

Book now!
Visit our website:
www.cornwallgeologist.co.uk/guided-walks

@cornwallgeologist

Who is the
Cornwall Geologist?

Dr Sam Hughes is a geologist who specialises in the 
geology of Southwest England, bringing over 15 years of 

experience in geology teaching and research.

A former lecturer at the world-famous Camborne School 
of Mines, Sam is now a geology educator and science 

communicator with a passion for promoting, conserving, 
and sharing Cornwall’s fascinating geological history.

Back in 2014, he began posting pictures of his geological 
adventures on social media. What started as a bit of 

organised procrastination around the day job became a 
creative way to communicate some of the incredible 

natural wonders that can often pass us by.

 People seemed to enjoy it – and what began as a hobby 
has since evolved into something more: an avenue for 

people to engage with geology beyond the screen. It is 
now an opportunity to join the Cornwall Geologist and 
explore, learn, and discover Cornwall like never before!

Other services by Cornwall Geologist

Develop and enhance your learning and teaching of geology
and Earth sciences. Cornwall Geologist provides geology and
Earth science workshops and field trips for all educational levels.

cornwallgeologist.co.uk/learning-geology

Talks and workshops by Cornwall Geologist allow you to learn
more about the Earth beneath our feet, with ample opportunities
to ask questions and network with like-minded enthusiasts!

cornwallgeologist.co.uk/geotalks

With extensive knowledge and experience in Southwest England
geology and geoscience education, Cornwall Geologist can
provide critical advice and practical solutions to the challenges
you are facing.

cornwallgeologist.co.uk/consultation

Printing by Attic Design & Print (www.attic-design.co.uk)
Copyright © 2025 All Rights Reserved by Cornwall Geologist
All photographs belong to Cornwall Geologist

Pass me on or 
recycle me

Book a Guided Geowalk Today!

Cornwall Geowalks are available to book now at: 
cornwallgeologist.co.uk/guided-walks

Guided Geowalks run year-round at a variety of 
stunning locations across Cornwall. Groups are kept 

small to give you plenty of opportunity to chat with your 
host and ask questions along the way.

Guided Geowalks are either half-day walks (2-3 hours), 
or full-day walks (5-6 hours).

Guided Geowalk Prices

PriceCategoryGeowalk length

£25Adult
Half-day

(2-3 hours)
£105-17 years

FreeUnder 5s

£40Adult
Full-day

(5-6 hours)
£155-17 years

FreeUnder 5s

Private Geowalks

Fancy coming on a Geowalk that is designed around 
where you want to go and what you want to see? Want 

to experience the wonders of Cornwall's geology 
surrounded by your friends and family?

Then a private Geowalk is exactly what you need!

Private or personalised guided walks can be designed 
around your individual or group requirements. 

Private Geowalk Prices

Price*Geowalk length

£150Half-day (2-3 hours)

£250Full-day (5-6 hours)

Contact Cornwall Geologist

If you are interested in booking a private Geowalk, or 
require any further information on what Geowalks 

involve, please contact Cornwall Geologist:

www.cornwallgeologist.co.uk
sam@cornwallgeologist.co.uk

Visit Cornwall's world-class 
geological sites and areas 

of outstanding natural 
beauty, guided by the 

Cornwall Geologist.

Last updated May 2025. Information in this leaflet is subject to change without notice, 
and is subject to Cornwall Geologist Terms and Conditions available on the website.

Cornwall 
Geowalks
Guided geology walks and tours

*Maximum group size of 10 people. Please contact Cornwall Geologist if you have a larger group.



20 km

Major roads

Railway

Cornwall’s 
Geolocations

Cornwall is home to some truly world-class geology.

Its geological story is a complex one, rich in drama and intrigue. It is
an enthralling tale of shifting tectonics and dynamic environments.

The rocks beneath our feet are the words from which we can
decipher and understand their geological journey. They tell of when
Cornwall lay at the bottom of a vast ocean, at the heart of a giant
mountain range, and within a volcanic cauldron of molten rock!

On a guided Geowalk you will explore, learn, and discover how
Cornwall has transformed over geological time, and how it shapes
the landscape we see today.

Geologically speaking, Cornwall has a bit of everything – igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary 
rocks. You’ll also find more unusual rocks, striking structures, and rare minerals formed through 

unique geological processes. This incredible variety is what makes Cornwall so special. Take a look 
at the map for a taste of where Cornwall Geowalks can take you to explore this amazing geology!

Who should attend a Geowalk – and why?

Geowalks are for anyone with a passion for nature who
wants to learn more about Cornwall's geology, natural
history, and culture. No prior knowledge of geology is
required, and you are encouraged to ask all the
questions you like! The sole aim is to educate and inspire.

Exploring the coast and countryside alongside the
Cornwall Geologist is an experience like no other! Our
expert guidance and knowledge will provide you with
new insights, hands-on learning, and a unique
experience of this spectacular landscape. It is the
perfect way to learn about Cornwall's natural heritage
whilst enjoying the great outdoors.
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Newquay and Watergate Bay
Read the rocks here and discover

changing environments through Cornwall’s
geological history. Keep an eye out for
elusive Cornish fossils too, that reveal what
Cornwall was like millions of years ago!
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St Agnes and Cligga Head
Explore this industrial coastline and discover the

geological processes that brought Cornwall its great
mineral riches. Read the rocks used by prospectors in
their search for rich veins of tin, copper, and tungsten.
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St Ives Bay
Discover Cornwall's dynamic

geological stories hidden away in
this beautiful coastline. Explore the
historic streets of St Ives to learn
how geology has influenced local
industries and how they owe their
roots to the rocks that lie beneath.
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North Cornwall
The world-class geology of North Cornwall never fails to
impress. Explore the complex zig-zag folds in the cliffs at
places like Millook Haven and Sandymouth. Learn how
originally horizontal sedimentary strata got squished and
buckled within an ancient mountain chain.
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Millook Haven

The Tin Coast
Venture along the coast in the far west of
Cornwall around places like Botallack and
Geevor to experience how geology has its
biggest influence on the landscape – mining.
Discover rocks and minerals, and the unique
geology that enriched metals like tin and
copper in the Earth's crust. Experience the
iconic Crowns engine houses that powered
mining deep out under the sea. Learn about the
engineering prowess of Cornish miners, and how
techniques they pioneered revolutionised global
industry. See how historic mining has impacted
Cornwall's landscape and culture.
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Crowns Engine Houses, Botallack

Mount’s Bay
This spectacular coastline

reveals Cornwall's dynamic
geological story of plate
tectonics. Discover amazing
structures in the rock, and learn
how they tell us about when
Cornwall was once at the
centre of two colliding tectonic
plates! You also see evidence
of changing climate through
Cornwall’s recent geological
history, and how this has
shaped the landscape today.
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West Penwith
“The Granite Coast”

The rolling hills, high tors, and
fortress-like cliffs of this ancient
land are steeped in history and
folklore. Explore the coast and
countryside here and discover
the origins of Cornwall’s most
famous rock – granite. Learn
how to identify the minerals
within these rocks, how their
evolution gave Cornwall such
mineral riches, and how it
shapes the landscape we see.
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Priest Cove, Cape Cornwall

The Lizard Complex
Cornwall’s amazing breadth of geology even includes a fragment of
oceanic crust! When walking the Lizard peninsula you can traverse
the boundary between the Earth’s crust and mantle, and observe
where tectonic plates collided. This area contains exotic rocks and
minerals that only form deep inside the Earth. At Lizard Point the rocks
are the oldest in Cornwall; not just a geographical landmark!
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Coverack

Roseland
The rocks around this isolated part of

Cornwall tell a story of colliding tectonic plates
and fluctuating climate. Walk amongst an
ancient plate boundary, and see how the
geological record preserves evidence for
raised sea levels and icy tundra environments.
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Pendower Beach

China Clay Country
This area is famous for china clay, or kaolin, borne

from the granite. It is affectionately called the “Cornish
Alps” due to the distinctive shape of the spoil tips from
the old workings. Historic metal mining was also
extensive here and the rocks yield lots of exotic minerals!
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Bodmin Moor
This ancient moor tells tales of legend

and folklore. Were the mighty granite tors
built from natural processes or by giants?! The
rocks speak of when Cornwall was a giant
magma chamber feeding volcanoes above.
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Cheesewring

Cornwall Geologist offers a range of Geowalks
to accommodate people of all abilities. Each
activity includes accessibility information when
booking, to help you make informed choices
and select the right walk for you. Please get in
touch if you have any questions.

We love dogs on Cornwall Geowalks. However,
guidelines can vary depending on location –
some areas can be environmentally sensitive,
have grazing livestock, and some beaches
have seasonal restrictions. Rocky foreshores can
also be unsuitable due to uneven terrain. If you
would like to bring your furry friends please do
get in touch to find out more information.


